THE - 


* 


Great Duty of LABOUR and Worx, 


AND 


The Neceſlity there is at preſent for agreeing 
and fixing upon ſome Plan for 


A GENERAL WORK- HOUSE 
for the POOR of this Place; 


| GY PE 
Urged and illuſtrated in a M 
Preached before the 
W rn of Cambridge, 
IN THE 
Pariſh Church of St. Andrew the Great, 
Jan. 27. A.D.1750-1. 
And publiſbed at the Requeſt of the Audience. 
BY 
JOHN MICKLEBOURGH, B.D. FA 
Miniſter of the faid Pariſh. 


> 


CAMBRIDGE: 
Printed by J. BenTHam, Printer tothe UniveRsSITY, 


M. DCC. LI. 


ICHARD CHEVILIUU, late 

one of the Burgeſſes of the Town of 
Cambridge, by his laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment, gave unto the Mayor, Bailiffs, 
and Burgeſſes of this Town for ever, 
one Houſe in St. Clement's Pariſh, upon 
condition that the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs, 
and Burgeſſes ſhould yearly at two Times 
in the Year, viz. On the Sunday before 
Michaelmas, and the Sunday before 
Candlemas, beſtow on the pooreſt People 
of the ſaid Town the Sum of Six Pounds 
in Money, at the Appointment of the 
Mayor and the three Senior Aldermen, 
on both which Sundays the Mayor, for 
| the Time being, ſhall cauſe a Sermon to 
be preached in the Pariſh-Church mh 
the Mayor dwells. 


N. B. Richard Chevin lived in St. Clement's Pariſh 
about Two Hundred Years ago, at the Sign of the 
Blackmoor's Head. He was a Baker, and gave the 
Houſe he lived in as above, c. 


IT THESS. iii. 10. 


For even when we were with you this 
we commanded you, that if any would 
not work, neither ſhould he eat. 


HE Charity juſt now mentioned, we 

may obſerve was conducted with judg- 
ment and carried into execution with diſcretion : 
It was firſt given in truſt to the Mayor and 
Aldermen of this Corporation and their Suc- 
ceſſors for ever in order to ſecure the Principal: 
And the produce and income of it being not 
confined or limited to the time or Friends of the 
Donor, is now diſtributed amongſt the needy 
and diſtreſſed of this Place, and probably will be 
ſo to all ſucceeding Generations. His Charity 
is now received with thankfulneſs, His Righte- 
ouſneſs remaineth for ever, and His Name in 
this Aſſembly will always be mention'd with 
Honour, But had it been given without this 


prudent proviſion, had the whole of this Cha- 


rity been poured out all at once upon the Re- 
ceivers by the Giyer of it; the time of its du- 
ration would have been no longer than the 
time ſpent in ſwallowing it down, and piſſing 
it out againſt the walls; when thoſe operations 


had been over, the Benefaction would have 
A been 


(2) 
been loſt and conſumed, and the Bene factor 
forgotten, and He and his Charity would long 
ago have been obliterated and buried in a deep 
oblivion. 

How and in what manner the Theſſalontans 
performed their acts of brotherly love and 
Chriſtian charity one towards another, is not 
very eaſy nor yet very material to determine; 
certain it is, from St. Paul's own account of 
them, that the report and fame of their good 
*works had ſounded out through all the terri- 
tories of Macedonia and Achaia, and had reach- 
ed from Theſ/alonica the Capital of the former, 
to * Corinth the Capital of the latter, where our 
Apoſtle was when © he wrote theſe two Epiſtles; 
and in which he aſſureth them, that as touch- 
ing Brotherly Love he had no *need to write 
unto them, for they themſelves were taught of 
God to love one another, In this particular 
they ſeem to have outrun the Inſtructions of 
their* Inſtructors, and to have practiſed this vir- 
tue with ſuch an ardent zeal, with ſuch a warm 
and heedleſs prodigality, as deſerved rather to 


21 Thel. 9.8. 
> Situated upon the narrow Iſthmus of Peloponneſus, the 
then Metropolis of all Greece, and the reſidence of the Pro- 
conſul of Achaia. Ech. Ecclefi. Hiſtory, Vol. iſt. Pag. 292 
and 296. 
© 14 years after his Converſion, 
* 2 Theſ. 1.1. viz. Paul Silvanus and Timotheus. 


41 Theſ. 4. 9. 
be 


( 
be check'd than encouraged. Our Apoſtle doth 


not indeed in expreſs terms blame or reprove 
them, even for this profuſion of their Love 


and charity; to have done this, would have 
been to have nipped it in the bud, or to have 
cut it to the quick, and ſo to have made it 
wither away, die and periſh at once: But the 
quick tranſition made from this work and la- 
bour of Love, to the Work and Labour of the 
Hand, without any other apparent neceſſity ; 
the earneſt exhortations and reiterated intrea- 
tys of the Apoſtle, to inculcate and impreſs 
upon them the duties of ſtudying to be quiet, 
of doing their own buſineſs, and of working 
with their own hands; demonſtrate that in 
their ſituation it was much more expedient and 
fit to add a ſpur to their Induſtry, rather than 
to their Charity, And the expreſs and poſitive 
command in our text 1s ſtill a greater confirma- 
tion of this opinion. The command of the 
Text is, that if any would not work, neither 
ſhould he eat; and the ſenſe and meaning of 
the words is ſo very plain and clear, that he 
may run that readeth it. 

Though at preſent it may be ſomewhat diffi- 
cult to find out the reaſons and motives which 
induced St, Paul to give his new Converts in 


*1 Theſ. v. 10,11, * Habakkuh 2 Chapt. ver. 28. 
A 2 Theſ- 
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(4) 
Theſſalonica this precept, yet doubtleſs he had 
many good and weighty reaſons for what he 
did in this particular, and therefore the buſineſs 
of this enſuing Diſcourſe ſhall be, 


Firſt, to vindicate the Apoſtle's conduct in 
relation to this command. 


Secondly, to ſhow how fit and expedient it 
was for the Theſſalonians to receive and comply 
with it. 

And laſtly, to apply it to ourſelves in our 
preſent circumſtances, 

_ Firſt then, J am to vindicate the Apoſtle's 
conduct in relation to this command, 

Now the chief objection againſt this com- 
mand is, that at firſt view it ſeemeth harſh and 
rigorous; that it was intended to put a final peri- 
od to all thoſeWorks of Charity and Love, which 
abounded ſo much amongſt the Theſſalonians; 


and which might ſtill have increaſed more and 
*more, had not St. Paul ſo peremptorily inſiſted 
upon it, that if any would not work, neither 
ſhould he eat. But if this be our opinion of 
the text, and of the Apoſtle that enjoyn'd it, 
we are much miſtaken; for by it St. Paul did 
never intend to ſhut up the bowels of their 
compaſſion towards one another, but only to re- 
duce and keep it within the bounds of reaſon and 

* Ep. Theſ. Chapt. 4. ver. 10. 
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religion by his own example and conduct in 
this particular; and at the ſame time to deliver 
unto them a command, which if complied 
with, would ſtill enable them the better to be 
kind and affectionate towards one another, 
Charity and good Works for want of ſome re- 
ſtraint are very apt to grow rude and wild 
and fo luxurious as to bear no fruit to perfec- 
tion ; and ſometimes to become not only uſeleſs 
and unprofitable, but miſchievous and detri- 
mental. Thus for inſtance, if our Charity and 
good Works are performed by way of ſhow 
and oſtentation only, and ſo as to cheriſh the 
pride and vanity of the Giver, the ſloth and 
idleneſs of the Receiver; they are fo far from 
being uſeful to either of them, that they are 
and do become hurtful to them both. And thus 
again, when we fo abound in Charity as to 
give away what is none of our own, (and no- 
thing is our own but what remains to us after 
cur debts are paid off and cancelled), we may 
be very unjuſt at the ſame time that we think 
ourſelves very charitable, we may only ſteal 


from one in order to give to another; very 


juſtly therefore doth our Apoſtle® adviſe his 
Roman Converts firſt to owe no man any thing, 


f 2 The. iii. 8. 
5 Rom, ii. 8. 10, 


and 


(6) 

and then to diſcharge the debt of Love and 
Charity of Kindneſs and Benevolence to our 
needy Brethren, We mult in the firſt place 
take care to be juſt, and then to be charitable; 
and if we have been ſo unjuſt as to ſteal from 
ſome, in order to be charitable to others, we 
are again adviſed by St. Paul,“ in his Epiſtle 
to the Epheſians, to flea! no more, but rather 
to labour, working with our own hands the 
thing which is good, that we may have to 
give to him that needeth. 

Now the advice our Apoſtle gave, he 
ſtrictly followed; for in his diſcourſe to the 
Elders of Miletus, from whom he kept back 
nothing that might be profitable unto them; 
he telleth them expreſly, that he had covet- 
ed no man's filver, or gold, or apparel ; 
that they themſelves knew that thoſe hands of 
his had miniſtred to his own neceſſities, and to 
them that were with him ; and that fo labour- 
ing they ought to ſupport the weak, i. e. thoſe 
who were willing but not able to work. 

The Apoſtle then in the Text commands the 
Theſſalonians to do no more than what he him- 
ſelf had done and commanded his other Con- 
verts to do: He enjoyned thoſe not to eat who 


» Ephel. iv. 28. 
Acts XX. 17, 20, 33, 34. 


would 
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would not work; that they might not any lon- 
ger depend upon or eat up the labours of others, 
when they were able though not willing to 
work and labour for themſelves: And he here 
rigorouſly enjoyns all, that could, to work, not 
only to ſupply their own but the wants of 
others; and by conſequence the Apoſtle in- 
tended no more, and the rule of our text itſelf 
ſignifieth only thus much, that Charity ſhould 
be kept up and ſupported by the labour and in- -— 
duſtry of individuals; and that as the diligent 
hand * made rich, ſo it ſhould tend to make 
the Rich rich in good Works; and that as wil- | 
ful Idleneſs and Sloth were the forerunners of 
Want and Poverty, ſo our Apoſtle deſigned, 
that if poſſible it ſhould be baniſhed from every 
one that named the Name of Chriſt: And for 
this Evangelical Law he had ſtill ſome more 
peculiar reaſons ; for when he firſt preached 
up the Word of God in Theſſalonica, he found 
it a rich trading populous Place, filled with 
numbers of Jews and Gentiles, all diligent and 
induſtrious in their ſeveral vocations and call- 


x Prov. x. 4. 
| Hodie Solonichi dicta magno numero Judzorum 
Chriſtianorum et Turcarum incolitur, Emporiumque ad 
hunc finum eſt celebre. Strabonis ætate urbs hec præ re- 
liquis Macedoniz urbibus hominum multitudine excelle- 
bat. vide Cluver. Medioque flexu Litoris Theſſalonica 
] liberæ conditionis, Pin, lib, 4. cap. 10, 
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ings, and all of them employing themſelves 
and others in making and vending all forts of 
Manufactures; by which means their plenty and 
wealth was much increaſed : But before the 
Word of God was fully fixed and eſtabliſhed 
amongſt them, . the face of their affairs became 


ſomewhat altered. The New Converts to the 


Chriſtian Faith ſpent ſo much time in hearing 
and doing the Word of God, and in performing 
works of Charity and Devotion, that they had 
little or no time to ſpare in following their own 
ſecular employments: The Rich ſoon grew in- 
dolent and luxurious: The Poor idle and ſloth- 
ful: The former kept the latter as hangers- on 
upon their own * Tables as Buffoons and Jeſters. 
They walked about from houſe to houſe as 
a buſie-bodies, working not at all, and becoming 
diſorderly livers; by which means the number 
of their working hands was greatly diminiſhed, 
the private buſineſs of their reſpective callings 
much neglected, and their publick trade and 
commerce in courſe began to decay. 

The Unbelievers of Theſalonica had ſagaci- 
ty enough to impute theſe growing evils to the 


* Apud Æſchinem juncta leguntur wepicpyOÞ & c- 
ꝙdilns; aliena ſcrutando & inde apud alios captando jo- 
candi materiam hoc miſero vitæ genere ſe ſuſtentarunt. Gxot. 

2 Epiſt. Theſ. ili. 11. 

Aliena negotia curant 


Excuſſi propriis, | Hor. 
Re- 
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Religion of that new Sect which was here and 
every where ſpoken againſt, At the ſame time 
that they ſaw their wealth and riches decreaſing, 
they found extravagance and lazineſs flouriſh- 


ing amongſt them, inſomuch that they now 


began to fear that want and poverty the con- 
ſequence of theſe aforementioned vices, were not 
only to be introduced but to be eſtabliſhed with 
the Goſpel in their City. The reſult of which 
was that the Chriſtians were now to meet with 
the ſame treatment that St. Paul himſelf had 
met with from them, that they were no longer 
to be conſidered as their Fellow Citizens, but as 
an uſeleſs and unprofitable Burthen to their com- 
munity, as a ſett of People who would ſoon 
"turn the world upſide down, and who were 
therefore much fitter to be extirpated from, 
than to be harboured among them. 

It was high time then for our Apoſtle to in- 
terpoſe, in order to take off this calumny and 
reproach from that religion he had now planted 
amongſt them; which accordingly he did, by 
commanding his ne Converts ſtrictly to obſerve 
the rule of the text, and not to ſuffer any amongſt 
them to eat, who could, but would not work, 
and as an Apoſtle of Chriſt he had authority ſuffi- 
cient to eſtabliſh this Precept amongſt them; but 


Acts x8, 22. Acts xvii, 10. + Le 
B left 
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teſt they ſhould think it an arbitrary act, or 
a tyrannical impoſition of his own, he was re- 
ſolved to be unto them a pattern of labour and 
work in his own occupation. As he had ſown 
unto them ſpiritual things, he had a right indeed to 
reap from them carnal things; as he had preach- 
ed the Goſpel unto them, it was but juſt and fit 
that he ſhould live of the Goſpel. Yet all theſe 
rights and priviledges were to him as droſs? or 
dung that he might win them unto Chriſt, He 
laboured night and day in his own buſineſs of 
Tent-making ; he did not eat any man's bread 
for nought ; not becauſe he had not a power, 
but becauſe he was unwilling to be chargeable 
to any of them, or to give the leaſt ſanction 
to their ſloth by his own example. 

In Tertullian's time Chriſtians were ſo uni- 
verſally thought to be the bane of all publick 
and private buſineſs, that in his Apology for 
them, he taketh ſome pains to remove this 
very objection. But St. Paul's Man of Sin was 


* x Cor. ix. ver. 13.14. P Phil. 3. 8. 

Acts 18. 3. Exnvorowl T1v Tex 1 Cor, 12. 2 Ep. 

Theſ. Chapt, iii. v. 8, &c. 

r Vid. Tertull. Apol. Sec. 42, infructuoſi in Negotiis 
dicimur. 


* Vide Mede's Works. Lond Edit. pag. 625, 656, 763. 
Vitringa on the Revelations, pag. 780, and on Iſaiah, 
Vol. 1ſt. pag. 322. 
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not then revealed. This Son of Perdition, who 
even now oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above 
all that is called God, and who ſetteth in the 
temple as God, was not then known; His 
coming after the working of Satan with all 
power and figns and lying wonders, His intro- 
ducing the religious orders of Mendicant Monks 
and Fryers, with their vows of poverty and la- 
zineſs, was then neither dreamt nor heard of, If 
they had made as great a figure in his time as in 
ſome ſucceeding ages, I am ſure that learned Fa- 
ther of the Church would have made ſhort work 
with theſe religious Drones, by applying the pre- 
cept of our Text and the example of our Apoſtle 
againſt them, either of which would have been 
ſufficient to have ſtarved or worked them out 
of their ſanctiſied beggary: And this alone 
is abundantly ſufficient to vindicate the conduct 
of our Apoſtle, as the Giver of this command 
to the Theſſalonians, and to all ſucceeding Chri- 
ſtians, | 

I ſhall now therefore in the ſecond place en- 
deavour to ſhow, how fit and expedient it was 
for them to receive and comply with it. 

And firſt, if we conſider theſe Theſſalonians 
as Heathens only, we ſhall find that their own 
obſervations, aſſiſted by the light of their own 
underſtandings, would have found out that in 

B2 all 
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all the viſible works of the Creation, there was 
not any one individual thing in a ſtate of ab- 
ſolute reſt and inactivity. The firſt Mover of 
all things at firſt put inanimate beings into mo- 
tion, by the means of which? and of their con- 
tinual actions and reactions on each other, He 
ſtill preſerveth and keeps up that beauty and 
harmony, that regularity and order in which 
we may now behold them; and if from theſe 
we betake ourſelves to animate ones, and make 
a ſtri ſurvey of them in the order as they rite, 
even from Solomon's Ant to Solomon's Sluggard, 
we ſhall find how juſtly He ſtands rebuked by 
all theſe for his ſloth and idleneſs. By conſi- 
dering the ways of the Ant only, who has no 
guide, overſeer, or ruler,” He would ſoon ſee 
and learn the neceſſity he was under of pro- 
viding his meat in the Summer, and gathering 
his food in the Harveſt ;* fo as not to ſuffer his 
Poverty to come upon him as one that travel- 


t Vid. Newton. Princip. u Prov. 6.6. and 11. 
Minna amo Te preAtlv tina GIX010jh4X9v vag ro Sass, 
Phot. Bib. 1596, 
Ignarum fucos pecus a præſepibus arcent. 
Venturzque hiemis memores ſtate laborem 
Experiuntur et in medium quæſita reponunt. 
| lum adeo placuiſſe Apibus mirabere morem, 
oe nec concubitum indulgent nec corpora ſegnes in 
enerem ſolvunt. Virgil Georg lib. 4. 
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leth, and his Want as an armed man. If the 
Sluggard would only ſtand ſtill (according to 
his own deſire) and reflect upon the frame and 
ſtructure of his own body, to his ſhame he 
would find that that was originally intended and 


made for action, and that by the uſe of it, His own 


health, his vigour, and all his animal functions“ 
are preſerved and ſupported, His bones, finews,” 
muſcles, and nerves, diſpoſed to move with eaſe, 
and to comply with the motions of his will, 
would all reproach him for being compelled ta 


be at reſt: His own hand by nature peculiarly 


fitted for work, and the dexterity of which is 
much increaſed by uſe and habit, would rife up 
in judgement againſt him and ſmite him on the 
face for being hid ſo long in his boſom, and 
for his being grieved when he lifteth it up 
even to his own mouth. The Devil* himſelf, 
though he is perpetually tempted by the Slug- 
gard to tempt him, will not countenance his 


See Fuller's Medicin Gymnaſt. 

See Malphigius, Borellus et Keils Anatomy, | 

* Operans Monachus uno Dzmone pulſatur; Otioſus 
vero innumeris Spiritibus devaſtatur Caſſ. de Inſtit. 10. 23, 
Semper te Diabolus inveniat occupatum. 


Bern. Serm. Hom. v. c. 7, 
. Quzritis, Ægyſthus quare fit factus Adulter ? 


In promptu cauſa eft deſidioſus erat. 
Ovid Rem. Amoris. 


Loth 
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ſloth and idleneſs; for he himſelf doth not Rand 
ſtill, though he generally tempts thoſe that do: 
he goeth* to and fro in the Earth, he conti- 
nually walketh about ſeeking whom he may 
devour, 

All the moſt celebrated Authors amongſt the 
Heathens, their Philoſophers as well as their® 
Poets, have unanimouſly agreed, wrote and 
taught, that no one ſhould be nouriſhed up or 
fed in a wilful obſtinate idleneſs, cauſed by no 
real lett or impediment whatſoever : So far 
from it, that by their maxims, laws and cu- 
ſtoms,* bodily puniſhments were generally in- 
flicted upon ſuch offenders; and though they 
were not burthenſome to the publick, yet if 
they lived without work, they were compelled 
to ſhow cauſe why they did fo, and to declare 
how and by what means they ſupported them- 
ſelves* without it. The young Pupils placed 


Job. 2. 2. 1 Epiſt. Pet. 5.12. 

d Vid. Ariſtot, Ethic. Demoſtth, 3 Olynth. Plutarch. 
in Alex. Homer Od. T. Heſiod. — tgyev d dd 551d 

< Ariftoph. Plut. lin. 275. and Potter's Antiquities, 
Vol. 1. pag. 131. and Lexicograph. in verb. XoiwvE. 

4 Lopdwois agyios dean Jie erant Pœnæ ignavis conſti- 
tutæ taleſque in jus trahebantur et oſtendere tenebantur 
unde viverent Gymnoſophiſtas ſcribunt ab Adoleſcentibus 
cum ad Menſam veniret ſolitos exigere rationem negotii 
et ignavos a cænaculo et menſã exegiſſe. Vid. Synop. Crit, 
in Theſſal. 2 Ep. 3. 10. 


under 


(15) 

under the care of their Gymnoſophiſts, were 
bound to give an account of the work and bu- 
ſineſs they had done, before they were allowed 
to eat, and if they could not fatisfy their guides 
in this particular, they obliged them to faſt till 
they did : But however had there been no laws 
or cuſtoms, or aphoriſms of wiſe men to oblige 
perſons to work firſt, and then to eat; the eter- 
nal and immutable reaſon of the thing would 
have preſcribed it unto them. The connec- 
tion betwixt working and eating is now ſo firm- 
ly eſtabliſhed by the Author of Nature, that 
not eating and working, which is the hard fate 
of the poor, and which is now conſidered as 
the melancholly lot of their inheritance, is no 
more than what the rich and affluent are often 
times obliged to make uſe of for their own pre- 
ſervation :* They muſt ſometimes have recourſe 
to Abſtinence, which is a voluntary faſting, 
or to exerciſe, which is but voluntary labour, 
for their health's fake, as well as the poor 
through their neceſſities; or otherwiſe they 
may as often experience the loſs of appetite as 
the poor do the want of food, 


d Equitatio eſt confortans maximum. Sydenham, pag. 521. 
Exercitiorum omnium primarium in cholicis aliiſqua mor- 
bis chronicis utiliſſimum, pag. 2594, 265, et in morbis re- 
bellibus, tabidis Phthiſiciſque devincendis, pag. 523, &c. 

Ut teipſum ſerves non expergiſceris ? atqui 

Si noles ſanus, curres Hydropicus. Hor, Lib, 1. Ep. 2. 


But 
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But if the Heathens had ſo much reaſon and 
authority for their compliance with and obedi- 
ence to this command, ſure I am the Jews had 
more and greater from the brighter light of reve- 
lation to induce them to ſubmit unto it: For to 
them this Precept of St. Paul's was as old as 
the Creation of Adam, and was ſo eſſentially 
neceſſary to and inherent in his nature even be- 
fore the fall, that when the Lord God took 
the Man and put him into the Garden of Eden, 
he put him there“ to dreſs it and to keep it; 
without which culture Paradiſe itſelf would 
have been like the Vineyard of the Slothful, 
grown over with weeds and covered with 
thorns and thiſtles. After his Fall, the ground 
itſelf was curſed for Adam's fake, fo as not to 
yield unto him its ſtrength without labour and 
toil; and from thence forward he and all his 
poſterity were doomed to eat bread from off 
the ſurface of the Earth in the ſweat of their 
face, and with ſorrow all the days of their life. 
According to the Jew? ſentiments Labour and 
Work was no part of Adam's puniſhment ; to 
this he muſt have put forth his hand, as well 

Gen. 2, 15. | 

Non hic labor neceſſarius ſedulitaſve injungitur quæ 
et ante lapſum obtinebat, ſed labori neceſſario comes jam 


familiaris futura, ærumna laſſitudo, tædium adjungitur. 
Vid, Pol. Sy nops. in Genel. 3. 19. 


and 


(17 ) 
as well as to the Tree of Life, in order to eat 
thereof and live for ever: * But it was the ſweat of 
his face, the faintneſs, wearineſs, and ſorrow that 
was now to accompany his labour and work, 
and which was now inſeparably fixed and an- 
nexed unto it, that conſtituted the puniſhment 
of our firſt and common Parent ; by this his 
original ſtrength was gradually conſumed ; by 
this, according to the ſentence of God, he was 


at laſt bent down to that ground out of which 
he was taken, and unto which he was now 


forced to return: And in conformity to this 
very ſentence of God, the ftrength which now 
belongeth unto Man is nothing elſe but labour 
accompanied with ſorrow, which ſoon paſſeth 
away, and he 1s gone. 

When God afterwards delivered unto the 
Jews the Ten Commandments, he vouchſafed 
to hallow the Seventh day, and to make it a 
day of reſt unto them ; but even then he obli- 
ved them to labour fix days in the week, and 
in them? to do all that they had to do: And in- 


Pater ipſe colendi 
Haud facilem eſſe viam voluit Primuſque per artem 
Movit agros, curis acuens mortalia corda, 
Nec Torpere gravi paſſus ſua regna veterno. 

Virgil. Georg, lib. 1. 
* Pſalm 90,10. * Exod, 20. 9. 
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deed to do the Jews juſtice in this particular, 
they have been no ways deficient in the expla- 
nation of, or in their obedience to this precept ; 
for according to them, that Jew who would 
not * work on the day before the Sabbath, was 
obliged not only to reſt, but to reſt even from 
eating on the Sabbath-day : The very high opi- 
nion they had of the laborious and diligent 
hand, the mean and contemptible one they en- 
tertained of the ſlothful and idle Sluggard, may 
be ſeen from many of the Aphoriſms of Solo- 
mon ſcattered up and down in the Book of Pro- 
verbs; inſomuch that it would be endleſs to 
produce particular paſlages relating to this pur- 
poſe from that ſingle Book. Let it ſuffice there- 
fore to obſerve in general, what Learned Men 
have obſerved before, that the words oft our 
Text word for* word are contained in ſome, 
and the full ſenſe and meaning of them in many 


In libro Zeror, Qui non laboraverit in Proſabbato ne 
edat in Sabbato. 


MW Wa PMN BIR IN. BN 
Ruth Rabba c. 44. FTU DN 8 


r Adagium eſt Hebræorum vetus. Extat hæc ſententia 
in Bereſcith- Rabba ſive Geneſi magno et in Ohelmoed. 


2 & v5 85 (87 Lord 
ND nem Pop RD de 

mathnath-Khunnah 5&5 =D 7 7 xb 
ed MY ve TIM 3 

Pirke Aboth c. 2. NY Tο⁹²m F162 FAD 


of 


plinan 
licant 


of 


(19) 

of the Hebrew Writers, * The richeſt as well as 
the moſt learned of the Fews did never think it 
beneath themſelves to learn the craft or myſte- 
ry of ſome ſecular * Employment, in order to 
have ſomewhat upon an emergency to ſupport 
themſelves by their work and labour in it: And 
that Jew who did not bring up his Son to ſome 
Trade or Calling, was eſteemed by them to be 
full as bad as he who brought! up his Son to 
be a Thief; and even to this very day, though 
"the Jeus are Vagabonds, yet we find that they 
are no Beggars, 

Seeing then that this great duty of Labour 
and Work is now enforced upon us Chriſtians 
by the example of St. Paul himſelf, the Great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles; that it is now ingraft- 
ed by him into the body of the Evangelical 


i Mos erat doctiſſimis Judzorum opificium aliquod diſ- 
cere unde ubi res ferret, ſe ſuſtentarent, ne alios grayarent. 

* Sic R. Joſe erat YYY ay confeftor Pellium 
die Jochanan 50 Calcearius aut Sutor. Sic R. Juda 
Arm Piſtor. vid. Critic. Sacr. in AR, Apoſt. 18. 3. 

Aſinæum et Anilæum fratres Baby loniam habitantes 
Mater edocuit texere. vid. Joſephum Lib, 18. Antiquita. 
Cap. 10. 

R. Juda dixit, Qui non docet filium ſuum opificium, 
perinde eſt ac ſi eum furem eſſe doceret, 
- ® Vide Selden de jure Naturali et Gentium juxta diſct- 
flinam Ebræorum, Judzi non mendicabant neque men- 
licant hodie, &c, Lib. 6, pag. 637. 
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Law, and made an eſſential part of that Goſ- 
pel, which he planted and preached up amongſt 
Jeus and Gentiles ; ſeeing moreover, that the 
Great Author of Nature hath ſo framed and 
conſtituted the reafons of things, and the rela- 
tions which we bear to them and they to us, 
that even by theſe this very duty of Labour 
and Work is ſtrictly and indiſpenſibly required 
of us: And being likewiſe fully aſſured from 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, 
that God the Author of them hath not exemp- 


ted us from it: I ſhall no longer inſiſt upon 


the proof of this point, but haſten in the laſt 
place ro make a ſhort application of the rule of 
our Text unto ourſelves in our preſent circum- 
ſtances, | 

And firſt then, as Chriſtians * we are taught 
of God to love one another; but we are no where 
taught by him to lay aſide our reaſon, or to 
quit our underſtanding; we are not hereby to 
cheriſh idlene(s* and vice, to fill the throats of 
the profligate lazy vagrant, whoſe vitious cra- 
vings and deſires are like the Grave which can- 
not be fatisfied ; we are not to be teized out of 
our Alms by the noiſy clamours of the inſolent 
« " Theſ. 4.9. 


Fo — Vitanda eſt improba Syren, 
Defidia. — Rorat, Lib, 2. ſat. 3. 
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Vagabond, whoſe hand refuſeth to labour, 
whoſe miſery is deſerved, and whole arts of 
deceit and wickedneſs are often encouraged by 
our kindneſs. 

Again, in our fituation, and as matters are 
now circumſtantiated, we are obliged to main- 
tain our own Poor by our own legal contribu- 
tions; but we are no ways hindered from guid- 
ing theſe collections of ours with judgement 
and diſcretion ; we may convey them into their 
proper chanels, ſo as to refreſh the thirſty and 
weary ſoul, that is incapable of refreſhing itſelf 
by the fruits of its own work ; we may, and 
ought to ſupport honeſt poverty, which always 
caſteth about for honeſt expedients to ſupport 
itſelf, though ſometimes it cannot do it ; but 
we have no occaſion to pour out or ſpill our 
Rates like water upon a dry and barren ground, 
which ſucks it up as ſoon as tis poured upon 
it, though it produceth nothing and from which 
it cannot be gathered up again. 

As our collections are now diſtributed and 
ſcattered amongſt the poor lodged in the little 
trifling houſes belonging to our reſpective pa- 
riſhes, they are ſo far from refreſhing. the 


weary ſoul that is unable to refreſh itſelf, t at 


they are rather to be looked upon as Nurſeries 
of lazineſs, naſtineſs, and vice, as Houſes of 


play 


. 
play and debauchery, and not as Houſes of 
Work; not only becauſe the perſons fed in 
them do little or no Work, for want of proper 
and conſtant Inſpectors over them, but becauſe 
the advantages accruing from their accommo- 
dations are uſually played into the hands of a 
few dexterous managers. | 
Though by the law of reaſon and religion 
we may ſet the poor to work, that are able to 
undergo it; and though it is the greateſt cha- 
rity we can exerciſe towards them, to force 
them to it, who obſtinately and wilfully re- 
fuſe to labour; yet for want of a ſufficient 
authority by a Work-Houſe-A& to compell 
them thereunto, we are now compelled to nou- 
riſh them in their ſlothfulneſs and wickedneſs ; 
and by conſequence make them great? waſters 
not only of their own time, but of our money, 
The immoderate expences in keeping them is 
now ſuch a grievous and growing evil, that it 
begins to prey upon that little induſtry and fru- 
gality that is left amongſt us, and to bid fair for 
the deſtruction of it®, The middle fort of 


» Nos numerus ſumus, et fruges conſumere nati 
Queis pulcrum fuit in medios dormire dies. 
Hor. Ep. 2. lib. 1. 


By a late calculation made in Ireland, every Working 
Hand is computed to be worth to the Publick at an ave- 


rage about 111. per Aunum clear Profit: Every idle Hand 
\ there- 
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people who now bear the heat and burden of 
the day, will in a little time fink under the 
greater and more expenſive burden of the 
poor who are fed without work, as under a 
weight too heavy for them to bear : They will 
ſoon find them like Extortioners ſpoiling all 
their labour, like Cankers eating into their Sub- 

ſtance, and conſuming all that they have, and 
all that they can earn for the ſupport of them- 
ſelves and families : They may live to ſee that 
diſmal ſpectacle in all the Streets of this Town, 
which was once ſeen in the Street of this Pa- 
riſh, where we now are: I mean the formi- 
dable Parade of an Overſeer, a Conſtable and a 
Cart, ſtalking about with a ſlow and folemn 
pace, and ſtopping almoſt at every other Houſe, 
to demand to ſeize upon and to convey away 
the goods and effects of thoſe, who either could 
not, or would not, lay down the ſums aſſeſſed 
upon them, And if ever this ſhould come to 
paſs, we ſhould then behold the richeſt amongſt 
us, the beſt qualified to pay theſe collections, 


therefore robs the Publick of this or ſuch like Sum, be- 
ſides being hurtful to it in many other reſpets. Vid, The 
Biſhop of K:ldare's Sermon preached at Dublin 1745. 
pag. 8, | 

This Proceſſion was made in St. Andrew's the Great, 
Cambridge, A.D. 1739 and 1740. 
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conſulting their own ſelf-intereſt ſo much, as 


to forſake and abandon us, leaving us to our- 


ſelves; and making this very Town, which 


might eaſily be made as a watered Garden, de- 
ſolate and uninhabited, 

Is it not high time then to look about us, and 
to prevent if poſſible theſe approaching evils, 
which may overtake us ſooner than we expect? 
Is it not high time for us to lay aſide all our 
prejudices, paſſions, and prepoſſeſſions; to ſup- 


preſs our jealouſies, ſuſpicions and fears of one 


another, and to unite with one heart and one 
mind in finding out ſome ſcheme or other for 
a general Work-Houſe, which might be as a- 
greeable as it muſt be advantagious to the Town; 
and never to deſpair or leave off endeavouring 
to bring a buſineſs of ſuch conſequence and 
intereſt to us all to its full perfection? Of 
all Schemes, a General Work-Houſe for the 
Poor is undoubtedly the beſt ; the beſt for the 
Poor, as well as for us; and hath by experi- 
ence been found to be ſo in moſt of the great 
Towns of this Kingdom. Whilſt they enjoy 
theſe Bleflings and benefits for their poor and 
themſelves, let us take care not to lip the op- 
portunity we now have of putting ſome plan or 
other of this kind in execution, leſt by our own 


perverineſs we ſhould never be able to recover 


it 
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it again, leſt thoſe things which belong to our 
Proſperity ſhould hereafter be for ever hidden 
from our eyes. Though we cannot as yet fix 
upon any one Plan for this purpoſe ; yet cer- 
tain it is, that a Work-Houſe in general is as 
much deſired as it is wanted: Notwithſtanding 
all the difficulty therefore which may now oc- 
cur to us, and which at preſent may ſeem in- 
ſuperable to ſome, yet by perſeverance and pa- 
tience in well doing we may at laſt ſurmount 
them all, and erect or eſtabliſh an Houſe for 
our Poor; where Work and Virtue, where Reli- 
gion and Induſtry may meet together, and kiſs 
each other ; where the younger poor eſpecially 
may hereafter be brought up in ſuch a manner, 
as to be more uſeful and leſs burthenſome to 
the publick ; where Children yet unborn may 
learn Righteouſneſs and Buſineſs fo well, as to 
be able in ſome meaſure to ſupport that Place 
which ſupported them or their Parents. That 
we may all go on and proſper in this Labour of 
Love, that proſperity and ſucceſs may attend 
the ſincere and honeſt endeavours of all thoſe 


8 Nee! z AAN o oN Haxtirai, uTEp wy Gears. 
dic vdr xy Wovous Wviyzev apern Gi; oixeiaras abr 
al rue GV . Chrys. in Joh. Orat. 36. 
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( 26 ) 
who are willing to begin, to carry on, and to 
finiſh this great and important Work, is the 
hearty deſire and earneſt Prayer of Him who 
now ſpeaks to you ; and to ſuch a Prayer as this 
is, I hope all the People will ſay Amen, 
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